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The 10th International Symposium on Biochromatography
rganized by the Society of BioChromatography and Nanosep-
rations (SBCN) continued the tradition of the previous meeting
ith high-level scientific presentations, enthusiastic participa-

ion, and a warm atmosphere. This time the symposium was
eld from 26–28 April 2006 on the campus of the University
f Sciences and Technologies of Lille at the Ecole Nationale
upérieure de Chimie de Lille, in Lille, France. The meeting
ffered an excellent opportunity to bring together more than
20 scientists working at universities, public research organi-
ations and industries from all over the world. These included
any European countries, as well as countries from Asia (Japan,

ndia, Taiwan and Malaysia). Representatives from North Africa
ountries were also present.

The scientific program was based on oral presentations,
oster sessions, as well as companies exhibition. The conference
ddressed recent developments in a variety of emerging fields,
rom fundamental concepts to application across all the branches
f chromatography from nanoseparation to macropurification,
nd from small molecules to biomolecules. More precisely,
even sessions were planned: (i) Theory of chromatography,
odelization and miniaturization, (ii) Preparative chromatog-

aphy, (iii) New stationary phases, (iv) Electrically driven sepa-
ation, (v) Biomolecules (metabolomics, genomics, proteomics,
. .), (vi) Small molecules (food, environmental, chirality, . . .)
nd (vii) Young scientists in biochromatography Session. This
cientific program included 75 papers from the oral and poster
essions. Forty-three posters provided space and time for direct
iscussions in small groups on all aspects of separation methods.

During each oral session, prominent and recognised experts
n the field gave an overview of the basic principles, methods,
evelopments and applications in the field of: Application of
hemically modifies surfaces in determination of biologically
ctive compounds (Boguslaw Buszewski, Poland), Unravelling
he carbohydrate-mediated recognition of marine sponge cells
sing glyconanotechnology (Adriana Carvalho de Souza, Johan-
is Kamerling, The Netherlands), Computational fluid dynamics
imulations to understand the relation between the morphology
f LC supports and their kinetic performance (Gert Desmet,

elgium), Novel generic Acquity UPLC/MS/MS method with
utomatic optimization for high throughput analysis during per-
eability assessment in early drug discovery (Jurgen Mensch,
elgium), Automated on-line and off-line multidimensional
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C methods for analysis of complex samples (Claude Netter,
rance), HPLC on a chip coupled with mass spectrometry: a ver-
atile and robust methodology for analysis in molecular biology
Gerard Rozing, Germany), Towards high resolution in fluid-
ased separation techniques for small and macro molecules (Pat
andra, Belgium), Hydroxyapatite, mode of action and use to
ptimize protein purification (Francois Schwind, Belgium).

An international jury reviewed oral presentations presented
y young scientists (PhD or post-doctoral students) to select
wo award-winning papers. The presentations were presented
n a dedicated session on Thursday morning, April 27. These
BCN2006-Awards, sponsored by Pall Corporation, were pre-
ented to Dr. Sandeep Kale of the Institute of Chemical Tech-
ology, Mumbai, India, for his oral presentation “Continuous
ountercurrent adsorption for protein purification using liquid
olid circulating fluidized bed (LSCFB)”, and to Bing Luo of
he Institute of Biotechnology, Jülich, Germany, for her oral
ontribution: “Determination of 13C isotopomer distributions
n central carbon metabolism by LC–MS–MS”.

In order to create a friendly atmosphere and to promote
ersonal contacts, a full social program was proposed to the
ttendees including an evening welcome reception with a tast-
ng of the famous Belgian beers and a gala dinner in a cellar
ating back to the 18th century.

On behalf of the organizing committee we would like to
hank the speakers and the participants for their engagement,
ll sponsors for their support and the editors of Journal of Chro-
atography B for agreeing to publish this special edition.
The next SBCN Meeting (11th SBCN Symposium) will

ake place in the sunny city of Montpellier in May 2008.
urther information together with some pictorial memories of
BCN 2006 is available on the conference website at: http://
bcn2008.free.fr/SBCN2008/SBCN%202008/Bienvenue.html.
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